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Our Harrisburg watchdog has updated us on the latest
information on the Pennsylvania minimum wage.
Some type of increase may come to pass this time,

since Republican candidate Scott Wagner is supporting a smaller
increase.

Last year Gov. Tom Wolf attempted to raise Pennsylvania’s
minimum... by a lot. He proposed hiking it to $12, which
would have been the highest in the nation at that time.

Republicans balked. They cited neighboring states, none of
which at the time had a minimum over $10 per hour.

“We think it would actually push a lot of folks off of payrolls
and into the unemployment lines,” said House Majority Leader
David Reed in a February news conference. He said the Re-
publicans’ focus is on getting workers into higher paying jobs,

rather than “artificially” increasing wages.
Reducing unemployment is more important, Republicans

said at the conference. Currently, Pennsylvania’s unemployment
rate of 4.7% is one of the highest in the nation (although neigh-
boring New Jersey and West Virginia, states that have raised
the minimum wage, have even higher unemployment).That’s
not to say all Republicans are opposed to raising the minimum
wage. York County state senator and gubernatorial candidate
Scott Wagner has proposed raising the minimum to $8.75 an
hour.

While Pennsylvania’s minimum wage lags behind its neigh-
bors, it’s not alone nationally. Twenty-one other states have
kept the federal minimum of $7.25, which hasn't changed since
2009.

Will PA’s Minimum Wage Increase?

Innovative Programs Will
Highlight Expo 2018
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A DLI Affiliate As so ci a tion

Our Drycleaning and Laundry
Expo 2018 is moving to Balti-
more, on November 9-11. In

addition to its large and varied exhibit,
there will be a wider range of seminars
and activities.

On Sunday, the
keynote speaker
will be Brian
Rashid, CEO of A
Life in Shorts,
whose talk,
“Smart Digital
Marketing,” will
explain digital
marketing on a
shoestring and how
easy it can be.

Saturday’s program will center on employee problems.
“Stop Laboring Over Your Employees” will feature James
Peuster, the Route Pro, who will break the myth of “I Can’t
Find Good People.” 

Frank Kollman, from Kollman and
Saucier, PA, will show you how to keep
on the right side of employment laws.

To further increase your profits, Jim
Groshans, Fabricare Coach, LLC, will

tell you how to
achieve a team ap-
proach to build-
ing customer
service excellence.

The show’s
convention center
location at the
Inner Harbor
gives attendees
the opportunity

to enjoy a family friendly fun-filled weekend with lots to do.
Look for more details coming soon about new fun features
during the show.

Check our web page, pdclean.org, for updates on the ex-
hibit, speakers and activities. Click on the pull down menu for
Expo 2018 at the top.

James Peuster

Frank Kollman

Brian Rashid

Jim Groshans



Our New District Director
Congratulations to PDCA Past President Mark Pollock who was elected to the

DLI Board of Directors. Mark will represent our District Two and work to continue
DLI’s growth and policy of increasing member benefits. He is aiming to keep us in-
formed about DLI activities and to help our members find answers to problems and
questions.

Proud Graduate
Congratulations also to Grant Beatty of Murrysville Cleaners, Murrysville, PA,

for successfully completing the DLI Advanced Drycleaning course.
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Stevenson’s Cleaners, Altoona, PA
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Mark Pollock
Signature Cleaners, Doylestown, PA
215-345-1470

President-elect-Treasurer
Barry Gordon
Quality Cleaners, Lemoyne, PA
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Dale Kaplan
Kaplan’s Careful Cleaners, Camp Hill, PA
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Secretary
Tim Blain
Metro Cleaners, Cranberry, PA
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Directors
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Faxon Cleaners, Williamsport, PA
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Chido’s Drycleaners, Erie, PA
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Barry Gordon
Quality Cleaners, Lemoyne, PA
717-737-8444
Monica Manter
Balfurd Dry Cleaners, Tipton, PA
814-237-7661
Robert Dempsey
Fashionable Laundry, Dunmore, PA
570-342-7879
Stuart Outten
Capitol Cleaners, Dover, DE
302-674-1511

Allied Trades Directors
Jane Zellers
JCZ Consulting
717-507-4607
Bob Edwards
A. L. Wilson Chemical Co.
201-741-0100
Ryan Aguglia
M&L Supply
724-816-5277

Executive Director
Carol Memberg
800-822-7352

straight from the 
board

PDCA features an occasional easy tip, from one drycleaner to others. Here is
one from PDCA President Steve Stevenson.

Make your own over-sized guarded trouser hanger. I have a customer who
wears size 6XL trousers. Traditional trouser hangers are too small. My remedy is
to take two 18 inch shirt hangers (for strength) and overlap two regular trouser
guards (covering all 18 inches) stapling them in the middle. The 6XL trousers
can now be placed over the trouser guards with ample room. 

Quick Tip

Mark Pollock was sworn in as District 2 Director along with James Shepherd, the new
District 6 Director, at the DLI board meeting in Birmingham, AL, in June.

PDCA is Moving!
By the end of July, PDCA will have a new address. We will be at 1001 Easton

Road, Suite 107, Willow Grove, PA 19090, just up the road from our present loca-
tion. Our phone numbers will not change.
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What do you love about summer? I’ve
consolidated several lists into what I’ve
found to be the most common items.

1. Sun and/or swimming with friends
and family.

2. Warm
days for
w e a r i n g
shorts and
flip flops.

3. Cook-
outs with good food, fresh seasonal fruit and fun music.

4. Popsicles, ice cream and cold drinks.
5. Hikes, bonfires, trips to the lake or seashore.
Now, in the drycleaning industry summer often poses a chal-

lenge as business drops off with customers vacationing and liv-
ing a more casual lifestyle. But what if you could take the five
items above and use them to your advantage with your
plant/drop store personnel? I’m talking about a morale boost-
ing activity that won’t drain what little is in the till.

An all guests welcome company picnic with everyone as-
signed to bring something is a great way to connect with your
workforce. People love to show off their secret family picnic
dish. Attire is whatever is comfortable so it will be a flood of
shorts and flip flops. 

Our venue has always been a
state park with a lake, swimming,
hiking trails and fire pits.

Fresh fruit, popsicles, ice
cream and cold drinks can be
part of the fair. Consider provid-

ing transportation through carpools so everyone has a ride there
and back.

Activities, entertainment (fun music etc,) and festivities are
only limited by your imagination. Enjoy !!! 

Steve
George (Steve) Stevenson
PDCA President
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Summer Lovin’

straight from the 
president

I’m talking about a little morale
boosting activity that won’t drain

what little is in your till.

This is the first of what I hope will be many columns that I
will write as DLI’s District 2 Director. I want to personally
thank those who supported my election to this important po-
sition. Your confidence in me is greatly appreciated.

Anyone involved in this industry can attest to the fact that
there are many issues that confront us on a daily basis: labor, op-
erating costs, and maintaining equipment as examples. Where
can you go for help if the need arises?

The reason that I got involved in fabric care trade organiza-
tions on a local, state, and, now, national level is that I felt that
there has been a lack of communication between those who
had the necessary information to help others and those that
needed the assistance. Members who pay their dues should be
able to access help easily.

My job as director is to act as a liaison between the Dryclean-
ing and Laundry Institute and you, the local business owners.
I want to help your companies to be successful and to make
your professional lives easier. I can only accomplish this if you

let me know how I can help. Contact me
by email at mark@mysignatureclean-
ers.com or call 267/701-6045. Let’s
work together for our common benefit!

Mark Pollock
DLI Certified Professional Drycleaner 
Immediate Past President, Pennsylva-

nia and Delaware Cleaners Association
Drycleaning and Laundry Institute

Director: District 2 (Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Dis-
trict of Columbia, Virginia, West Virginia, and North Carolina)

September, 2018
Date to be determined, 
Maintenance Seminar, Pittsburgh, PA.

November 9-11, 2018
Drycleaning and Laundry Expo 2018, Baltimore
Convention Center, Baltimore, MD.

mark the 
date

from the 
director’s chair

I want to help your companies
to be successful and to make
your professional lives easier. I
can only accomplish this if you
let me know how I can help.

Mark Pollock

Steve Stevenson
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supportgroup
The following allied tradespeople support PDCA as Associate Members. Show your ap pre ci a tion by supporting them.

Adco-R.R. Street
Mike Tirpok, 610-442-7664
www.4streets.com

A.L. Wilson Chemical Co.
Bob Edwards, 201-741-010
www.alwilson.com

Amato Industries
Joseph Amato, 301-565-3220
www.amatoind.com

Cleaners Supply
Crystal Granish, 607-775-7905
www.cleanersupply.com

Columbia Boiler Co.
Mike Bonjo, 610-323-2700
www.columbiaboiler.com

Columbia-ILSA Machines
Stephen Langiulli, 631-293-7571
www.columbiailsa.com

Commercial-Industrial Laundry 
Services (CILS)
Anthony Mohl, 888-820-2457
www.cils-inc.com

E.J. Thomas Co.
Ryan Aguglia, 724-816-5377
www.ejthomascompany.com

EZ Products International
Diane Rue, 877-906-1818
www.ezpi.us

FM Supply Inc.
Todd McKenna, 610-444-1412

www.fmsupply4u.com

Firbimatic
Darrin Haiges, 815-338-2355
www.firbimaticusa.com

Frankford Machinery, Inc.
Nick Kashkashian, Jr., Ron Kashkashian, 
215-289-3434
www.frankfordonline.com

Fulton Boiler
Mike McLean, 315-298-5121
www.fulton.com

Hudson Equipment Co.
Joe Yuhanick, Skip Wilke,
800-684-9838
hudsonequipment.com

JCZ Training and Consulting
Jane Zellers, 717-507-4607
www.janezellers.com

Kreussler Chemical
Tom McAllister, 610-585-5390
www.kreussler.com

Laundry Owners Mutual 
Blaine Meixner, 800-590-4404
www.lom1915.com

Liberty Computer Systems
Rick Mungo, 800-233-9804
libertycomputers.com

M&L Supply Co.
Ryan Aguglia, 330-633-6241
www.m-lsupply.com

Metro-Chem Inc. 
Philip Bodner, 973-589-2800
www.metro-chem.com

Moore Services Inc
Jerry Moore, 800-941-6673
www.mooreservices.info

PAC Industries Inc.
Joseph J. Leo, 717-657-0407
www.pacindustries.com

The Route Pro
James Peuster, 877-377-6883 ext. 2
www.theroutepro.com

Ram Leather Care
Linda Munson, 313-864-2111
www.ramleather.com

R.R. Street & Co., Inc.
Roger Stevenson, 502-523-3635
www.4streets.com

Sankosha
Bill Odorizzi, 847-427-9120
www.sankosha-inc.com

Tschopp Supply Co.
Jon Silverman, 800-298-6882
www.tschoppsupply.com

Union Drycleaning Products
Vic Williams, 404-363-8699
www.uniondc.com

United Wire Hanger Corp.
Joel Goldman, 201-288-4540
www.unitedwirehanger.com

Like Us on
Facebook

PDCA is now on Facebook. Be sure
to look for our page, Pennsylvania

and Delaware Cleaners
Association. Check the Like icon
and get the latest updates

delivered to you by Facebook.


